"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20. 
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“NO WEAPON THAT IS FORMED 
AGAINST THEE SHALL PROSPER” 


One winter night in 1914, I sat 
in my bare room in a farm house 
in Archer County, Texas. I was 
nearly nineteen years old, and was 
teaching in a one room country 
*  gschool. It was a Godless communi- 
ty. Some of the boys whom I 
taught were within a year or two 
of my age. There was not a single 
church in the community, not a 
Sunday School of any kind, as far 
as I know not a single active 
Christian. There was opposition to 
' me in the community. The com- 
plaint was that I wrote Scripture 
. verses on the blackboard, that Il 
4 talked to people about Christ. I 
was young and away from home 
and with no one to counsel me. 
That night as I turned the pages 
of my Bible, I found for the first 
time Isaiah 54:17 which reads: 
| “No weapon that is formed 

s -@gainst thee shall prosper; and 
&'* every tongue that shall rise 
} against thee in judgment thou 

shalt condemn. This is the herit- 

\ age of the servants of the Lord, 
P and their righteousness is of me, 
saith the Lord.’’ 
I read it, I memorized it, I made 
it mine, I claimed it! I went to my 
bed in sweet peace that night with 
victory in my heart. God worked 
matters out happily, and since that 
‘s} time I have returned to that 

Scripture many times. “No weap- 
. » on that is formed against thee 
.. shall prosper, and every tongue 
that shall rise against thee in 
judgment thou shalt condemn” and 
this is the heritage of the servants 
of the Lord and their righteous- 
ness is of Him. I am a servant 
of the Lord, however poor. My 
righteousness is of Him. I need 
and have a right to claim His pro- 
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sincerely serving Him, trying to 
please Him, trusting Him. 

Last January when proud and 
arrogant men set out to murder 
my ministry, to block my revival 
in Binghamton, New York, and tc 
destroy, if possible, the Func 


mentalist Baptist Church in Dz-.:| 


las, 1 claimed that promise, and 
through the weeks and months of 
this year, I have claimed it again 
and again. Thank God, He has 
made it good and it is true! 

Today I want every Christian, 
every child of God, to take this 
promise to heart. Do not be afraid. 
The boasting and threatening ot 
those who would make or unmake 
preachers, who would block the re- 
vivals, slander the characters, mis- 
represent the doctrines and de- 
stroy the work of independent, 
Spirit-led preachers of tne gospel 
——let them not troubie you. “we 
may boldly say, The Lord is my 
helper, and 1 will not fear what 
men shall do unto me.” 

I believe it will strengthen the 
faith of Christians if I mention 
here how God has protected me 
and cared for me through these 
months. He has raised up friends 
on every side. He has helped peo- 
ple to see through the false ac- 
cusations. God gave a wonderful 
revival in Binghamton, one of the 
greatest I ever saw, in spite ol 
the deliberate attempt of two men 
to block it and bring it to naught. 
God has wonderfully kept my own 
church despite the visits, phone 
calls, literature given out at the 
church doors, and the constant 
threats of a preacher who tried 
to stir up trouble. God has given 
hundreds of conversions in Dal- 
las and sweet fellowship. In 
Gainesville, Texas, God gave a five 


) tection and care, as long as I am 


Readers’ Comments 


Lord’s Day Services 


Fundamentalist Baptist Taber- 
nacle, 201 E. 10th St., Dallas 


.9:30 A. M.— Bible School. 
Classes for all ages. We will 
study Ecclesiastes !Oth, |! th, 

wad 12th chapters. 


11:00 A. M.—Sermon Subject: 
"Why Should Fundamental- 
ist Baptists Do More Than 
Others?" by Evangelist E. L. 
Banta. 


7:30 P. M. — Sermon subject: 
"The Bride of the Antichrist" 
by E. L. Banta. 


weeks’ revival with some 400 con- 
versions and reclamations. The 
Sword of the Lord has grown by 
leaps and bounds. God-is raising 
up many friends. Praise His name 
that the Scripture is true and ‘‘No 
weapon that is formed against 
thee shall prosper and every 
tongue that shall rise against thee 
in judgment thou shalt condemn.” 


I think I might very reverently 
and humbly call attention to the 
way God has dealt with those who 
have carried on such a constant 
and wicked attack and made so 
many false charges. We ought 
not to rejoice when trouble comes 
upon those who wrong us. We 
must love our enemies, pray for 
those that despitefully use us and 
persecute us, and do good to them 
that hate us. It is not my purpose 
to boast. Whatever has been done, 
God did it. Certainly I did not. 
And it is not my business to want 
God to judge harshly. May He deal 
as gently with others who sin, as 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


Week-end Trip In West Texas 


At the invitation of Brother 
Sam Morris of Stamford, and 
others, Mrs. Rice and I made a 
flying trip into west Texas Fri- 
day and Saturday of last week, 
visiting in Weatherford, Mineral 
Wells, Abilene and Stamford. We 
drove in the rain about half the 
way out and nearly all the way 
back but with no particular 
trouble. I took a stenographer 
along and dictated the article, ““DI- 
VORCE, ADULTERY AND RE- 
MARRIAGE” in this issue, besides 
a good many letters, all taken in 
shorthand while we drove. 


We had a pleasant time with 
Pastor Roy I. Pedigo at Weather- 
ford. He and Mrs. Pedigo with 
members of their church were pa- 
pering Sunday School rooms. They 
were formerly members of our 
church in Dallas and it was good 
to see them again and talk and 
pray together, 

Two saints of God who had 
heard me over the radio, read The 
Sword of the Lord, and frequently 
write, are Brother and Sister Biv- 
ens of Weatherford. Brother 
Bivens is confined to his bed but 
not too sick to love and pray for 
those who preach the gospel of 
Christ. Letters from this good 
couple, with hundreds of others, 
have greatly comforted my heart 
during the jealous and wicked at- 
tack made on me in recent months. 
They delight, they say in The 
Sword of the Lord, Tears ran down 
Brother Biven’s face as he told 
how he was blessed by the article 
some months ago, “The Lord will 
strengthen him upon the bed of 
languishing: thou wilt make all his 
bed in his sickness’’ (Psa. 41:3). 
“But,” said Mrs. Bivens, “you 
must have written on “Trust in the 
Lord’ and ‘Fret Not’ just for me 
and nobody else. That was what 
I needed!” With some Scripture 
and peayer we said goodbye and 
they sent us away with a blessing. 


But the happiest incident in 
Weatherford was when we found a 
good man on the Market Square, 
forty-seven years old, and led him 
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“I want to tell you how much 
I enjoy reading The Sword of the 
Lord. I always look forward to 

' its coming every week, and I am 
never satisfied until I have read 
every line in it. I leave my work 
to read it when I would not for 
anything else. it is a wonderful 

" paper and I thank God for a 

p>preacher like you. I have two 
small children and I am making 
/a book out of all the papers for 

‘them, and I hope that they re- 
ceive as many blessings as I have. 

Mts. O. H. 
Paris, Texas 


~ 
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f “Your paper is marvelous. I am 
getting much valuable information 
from your sermons. God will con- 

tinue to bless you and the paper, 

’ we know.” 

ee Evangelist Mrs. O. P. 

Lawrenceville, Pa. 


ni “T am seventy-eight years’old. I 
)’* “have been a member of the Mis- 
¢ sionary oy $m Church forty-eight 
» years, yet I do enjoy reading The 
Sword of the Lord very much. 1 
think I shall have to renew my 
+ eg gy cag I read every word 

of it from cover to cover. = do 
love old fashioned Bible sermons. 
4 I am too feeble to go to church 
‘| any more and I cannot see to read 
without the aid of a magnifying 
glass. May God’s richest blessings 
ve (CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 
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A Christian friend in a distant mackgagy he was ordained and a 


state wrote me in deep distress 


asking for literature that -would 
help him to know the will of God 
about the question of divorce. On 
every hand, I find people troubled 
as to whether remarriage is ever 
proper with a former mate still 
living, and whether in the second 
marriage with former mate still 
alive people are “living in adul- 
tery.” A well known university 
Bible teacher some years ago stat- 
ed that Christians divorced with- 
out Scriptural reason and married 
with former mate still living 
should never join a church or take 
any ettive part in Christian serv- 
ice. 


A young man, Called of God to 
preach, was refused ordination be- 
cause a former marriage had been 
broken by the unfaithfulness of 
his wife and he had later, remar- 
ried and had several children. All 
that was before his conversion and 
could not be. remedied, yet now 
good men kept this earnest Chris- 
tian, whom God had called, out of 
the ministry for years not under- 
standing the Bible teaching on 
this question. After he’ and the 
church of which he was a member 
were taught the Scriptures more 


Divorce, Adultery, and Remarriage 


a consecrated, fervent minis- 
eer which has resulted in the con- 
version of many precious souls. 


These incidents and others like 
them convinced me of the need for 
plain Bible teaching on divorce, 
adultery, and remarriage. 


Get your Bible, forget your 
opinions, and prayerfully consider 
the following statements and their 
Scriptural proof. 


|. Fornication or Adultery the 


Only Scriptural Reason for Divorce 


Divorce is such a sad matter 
and so hurtful, that Jesus did not 
permit it in amy case except where 
either the husband or wife has 
broken the marriage vow, commit- 
ting fornication or adultery. (To 
all intents and purposes, adultery 
and fornication are the same sin, 
so we will use the term adultery). 
Drunkenness, desertion, cruelty, in- 
compatibility are not sufficient 
reasons for divorce, according to 
Jesus. 


“And I say unto you, Whoso- 
ever shall put away his wife, ex- 
cept it be for fornication, and 
shall marry another, committeth 
adultery: and whoso marrieth 
her which is put away doth com- 


mit adultery’ (Matt. 19:9). 


ll. God Does Not Recognize Di- 
vorce Except Adultery Has 
Occurred 


From the passage above quoted, 
it is clear that a married couple 
is never divorced in God’s sight 
until the marriage vow has been 
broken by mating with another. 
Husbands and wives who have 
been divorced but who have not 
committed adultery or remarried 
should go back together or remain 
single. That is the clear teaching 
also of I Corinthians 7:10-16. 


“And unto the married I com- 
mand, yet not I, but the Lord, 
Let not the wife depart from her 
husband: 

“11. But. and if she depart, let 
her remain unmarried, or be 
reconciled to her husband: and 
let not the husband put away his 
wife. 

“12. But to the rest speak I, 
not the Lord: If any brother hath 


a wife that believeth not, ahd she} 


be pleased to dwell with him, let 
him not put her away. 

“13. And the woman. which 
hath an husband that-~believeth+}}. 
not, and if he be pleased to dwell 
with her, let her not leave him; 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 8) ~ 


to Christ, and his thirteen year 
old daughter also. We had a joy- 
ful time. 


At Mineral Wells Brother and 
Mrs. Harold T. Pultz received us 
graciously and we had a pleasant 
conversation about the Lord and 
His. work. 


Friday night we arrived in Abi- 
lene in time to attend the revival 
services being conducted at the 
Corinth Baptist Church by Brother 
T. D. Sumrall of Amarillo. Brother 
Roy Kemp is pastor and he re- 
ceived us with exceeding kindness. 
We were asked to take part in 
the service, Brother Kemp stood 
me at the front so that all the 
people might shake hands with me, 
and insisted that I go to his home 
for the night. We promised to do 
that another time, since by previ- 
ous arrangement we were to spend 
the night with Brother and Mrs. 
Morris of Stamford who were pres- 
ent. Brother Kemp showed us his 
beautiful baptistry where he has 
baptized over 400 in twenty-one 
months. Their new church build- 
ing is paid for in full. 


After the revival service I got 
in the car with Sam Morris and 
Mrs. Morris rode with Mrs. Rice 
and Miss Lola Mae and we drove 
forty miles to Stamford to spend 
the night. We sat up ’til 2:00 A. 
M. in sweet fellowship and conver- 
sation about preaching, revivals, 
radio services, books, and The 
Sword of the Lord. Brother Mor- 
ris will soon have two new books 
printed, a book of six sermons on 
“Blessed Assurances” and a large 
Temperance Scrapbook full of in- 
formation, inspiration, and ammu- 
nition on the liquor question. Bro. 
Morris expects to begin his daily 
broadcasts on a big Mexican bor- 
der radio station in a few weeks’ 
time. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 


Renew At Once! 


A number of subscriptions te, . 
"The Sword of the Lord" + 
cently expired or will it 
within the next few weeks. Let 
me urge you to renew your 
subscription at once for three 
reasons. First, postal authorities 
require that the paper go to 
bona fide paid subscribers. Un- 
less you renew we must stop 
your paper. Second, we have 
a heavy expense in printing and 
mailing this oaper. The sub- 
scription price is less than the 
actual cost. We cannot afford 
to send it free. And third, you 
ought not to miss the paper. 

Send your renewal at once 
and when you pay for your own 
“subscription, inclose a subscrip- 
tion for somebody” else? Keep 
this gospel work going for the 
glory of God. Do it today! Do 
not leave it to others to see} 
that your home gets the gos- 
eh in printed form every week. 

ou delay, you will miss a 
sr le issue, so send your sub- 
scription at once. 50c a year 
or three for $1.00 as a special 
inducement. Send your ; cal 

to “'The-‘Sword of the Lord,” 
P01 East Tenth Street, Dallas, 


Texas. 
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PAGE TWO 


FOR DALLAS PEOPLE ONLY! 


For the great eight-day Bible 
School at the Fundamentalist Bap- 
tist Tabernacle to be held Novem- 
ber ist to the 8th, we are offer- 
ing bed and breakfast to out of 
town preachers. They are coming 
from many states. Will you help 
entertain them? The Bible says, 
“Be not forgetful to entertain 
strangers; for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares’ 
(Heb. 13:2). God will repay you. 
Any accommodation that you have 
will be acceptable. If you can 
furnish a bed for one or more and 
cannot furnish breakfast, indicate it 


——— 


To help in this great Bible School 
and that preachers may be better 
prepared to win souls, I agree to 
furnish accommodations for: 

One preacher... Two preachers... 
Preacher & Wife.... (Check choice) 
I can furnish breakfast, too 
I cannot furnish breakfast 


Name 


TLL Pee eee Cee ee eee eee eee 
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Phone 


A Surprise Party 


Saturday night on our journey 
to Dallas, we found people coming 
in and so we had a full house in 
the midst of the rain. They came 
to surprise the pastor and Mrs. 
Rice. The next day, Sunday, Sep- 
tember 27th, was the fifteenth an- 
niversary of our wedding and our 
people used this as an excuse to 
bring an offering to help on the 
printing bill of The Sword of the 
Lord. About $50.00 in cash was 
turned in for that purpose, praise 
the Lord! 

The deacons also met with the 
pastor and took in hand the addi- 
tion work on the church building. 
The auditorium roof is to be com- 
pleted, making a fine permanent 
roof, We think that the $300.00 or 
more needed will be in hand in 
two weeks’ time. 

God has touched the hearts of a 
number of people about the heavy 
burden of printing this paper, and 
several are designating offerings to 
pay the printing bill. God will move 
others, we feel sure, to help carry 
this burden of getting out the gos- 
pel to the thousands who read The 
Sword of the Lord. The work is 
the Lord’s and our trust is in Him. 


New equipment —no nails, no 
stitches. Can half sole any 
shoe like new, absolutely 
Guaranteed. Call for and De- 
liver. Can make shoes wider 
and longer. Call............ 6-0053 


OAK CLIFF 
SHOE SHOP 
10414 E. Jefferson St. 


READERS’ 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE i) 
abide with you and ore 2 
M. A. F. 


Dallas Texas 


“I want to thank you tor send- 
ing me your wonderful little paper. 
Ali the sermons are very good. 1 
read every word. I will try to 
send it to some one else soon auu 
will pass my papers on to suhie 
one to read. whey are indeed a 
blessing to me.” 

Bb, F. M, 
Peoria, Arizona 


“The last three messages I have 
read were the best you have had 
in several weeks. However, I al- 
ways enjoy each of them. ‘ihe 
paper today, ‘Abounding Grace’ 
was food for my soul. | was down 
inethe valley but after reading it, 
I got on the mountain top. As 
soon as I finished it, I carried it 
to a dear friend who has had a 
great trial in her life lately, for 
1 felt sure it would help her... 
The trial you have had has brought 
you closer to the Lord, I am sure. 
‘Abounding Grace’ makes us know 
it has, for it is a wonderful ser- 
mon. It really preaches Christ. 
May God bless you, your wife, and 
five daughters. Very sincerely, 

Mrs. T, N. D. 
Dixon’s Millis, Ala. 


“Dear Brother Rice: 

“Just a line to let you know how 
I thank the dear Lord for answer- 
ing prayer. 1 asked the dear Lord 
to enlarge the Sword so we could 
have more of your sermons and 
teaching, and praise the Lora, it 
is here and the haif has not been 
told. 

“I praised the Lord, too, for an- 
other answered prayer, that you 
are letting the Lord fight the bat- 
tle, and 1 know it is all coming 
out to the glory of the Lord, and 
that is all that counts after all. 

“How I praise the Lord for Mrs. 
Ridgway. She is sent from the 
Lord. Praise His name. 

“.... There is no real Bipie 
church here, and the only sermons 
we get are The Sword as we can't 
get you over the radio. 1 thank 
the Lord yet for our meeting back 
in ‘28 in San Antonio. That is 
where I learned to know you and 
Sister Rice, and how I thank the 
dear Lord, I know you are as sound 
today as then. Praise the Lord. 
I will ask you today to hold on to 
the Lord as Paul. Look up and 
take courage and press on. i 
want you to know I ask the Lord 
to keep you and yours close to 
Him, and praise the Lord, I know 
He will. If God is for us, who can 
be against us ...tI want you to 
know I pray for you every day, 
and hope to see you both some 
day. Please pray for our city. Ask 
the Lord to send us a real preach- 
er to start a work here. May iu.e 
Lord bless you and your family 
and church and workers. I remain, 
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BUSINESS DIRE C10 RY sroressionas 


Keep your name, product or profession, address and tele- 
phone number before the people in this Directory 


A Complete Line of 

Good Fall Merchandise 

At Reasonable Prices 
LIPMAN'S 


BARGAIN STORE 
115 W. Jefferson St. 
Across from Oak Cliff Bank 


SEPTEMBER SPECIALS 
Genuine Oil Permanent 
rachineless — $1.50 
Mac igs Croquignole 
o5 . + 
Good bovis Beauty Shop 
321 E. 9th 6-4924 


LAMAR & SMITH 


Funeral Home and Ambu- 
lance Service 


PHONE 6-2146 


800 W. Jefferson Dallas 
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WALDEN HAT CO. 


Renovators and Remodelers 
of Ladies’ and Men’s fine hats 


Ph. 6-0263 922 W. Jefferson 
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Your Patronage Appreciated 
Suits Cleaned & Pressed 35c 


Ladies’ Mannish suits 
Cleaned & Pressed 50c 


MIDWAY. CLEANERS 
“© TATLORING 
6-0056 107 W. Jefferson 
“Let Chap Do It” 


HAIRCUTS 
Children 
Adults 


GOLDSTON BARBER SHOP 
210 South Madison 


20¢c 
25c 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


COMMENTS 
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ever yours in Him.” 
E. M. T. 
Muskogee, Oklahoma 
9-15-36 — 

“Dear Brother Rice: 

“We just had to drop you a line 
and tell you how glad we were 
when we received your paper, ine 
Sword of the Lord, today. Realy 
we know that all things work to- 
gether for good to them that love 
God, to them that are the called 
according to His purposes... . 

“The Lord willing, we are com- 
ing to your Bible School. We have 
planned on coming ever since at- 
tending the last one in the spring.’ 

Mr. and Mrs. H. B. 
Douglas, Oklahoma 
9-14-36 


“I want to say from the depths 
of my heart that I have been en- 
joying your paper. Studying your 
Bible course is just as plain as 
day. When I take my Bible down 
with your books and pray for God 
to open up my understanding, I 
get a great blessing. I understand 
things that I could not under- 
stand before I received your books. 
I also get a great blessing out of 
the sermons you write in The 
Sword of the Lord.” 

Mr, L. W. 
May, Texas 


“Dear Brother Rice: 

“This is the first time I have 
written to you in regard to The 
Sword of the Lord. I have received 
several copies of it as my subscrip- 
tion was sent in by Rev. Paul 
Green of Buckeye, -Arizona. I 
think there is no greater paper. 
I read it from cover to cover and 
certainly enjoy it and always get 
a blessing from your sermons that 
L read in it. I hope the Lord will 
keep blessing you in all your 
work.” 

Mrs. F. T. 
Casa Grande, Arizona 


“Dear Brother in Christ: 

“TI felt led by the Spirit to write 
to you and tell you just how much 
your sermons published in your 
little paper, the Sword of ,the 
Lord, have blessed me and my 
family. I believe Rev, Paul Green 
had the paper sent to us. My 
husband is a good Christian, but 
seems like he never has time to 
read his Bible but will read your 
paper. I thank God we still have 
a few real men of God tnat can 
feed us the Bread of Life from 
that dear old Book. As I read 
the paper from:.week to week Il 
realize I am growing stronger each 
day, not because of you, but tne 
wonderful truths that you are 
preaching and making God’s Word 
so plain to me. I suppose you get 
lots of letters and I hope I am 
not taking up too much of your 
precious time.” 

Mrs. C, E. B. 
Phoenix, Arizona 


“I am sending some names to 
whom you may send a copy of The 
Sword of the Lord, please. Some 
are teachers. Still some have 
drifted away from God. I enjoy 
reading. my paper so much. I 
think it one of the best little pa- 
pers I ever read . 

I hand mine out. or mail them 
out to others after I read them. 
My husband enjoyed me reading 
the sermons to him so much, but 
the Lord saw fit to call him home 
about two months ago. I do miss 
him so much. He died so suddenly, 
only a few minutes warning. A 
friend told me the last conversa- 
tion he had with Mr. S——— he was 
talking on what he read in The 
Sword of the Lord. My grown 
sons (five), yet they are unsaved, 
say, ‘Brother Rice seems like one 
of our family.’ ”’ 

Mrs. V. A. 8S. 
Corpus Christi, Texas 


as 


NEW FUNDAMENTALIST BAP- 
TIST CHURCH IN KANSAS CITY 


We have a fine letter from Bro. 
S. H,. Vogan, pastor of Funda- 
mentalist Baptist Church, Kansas 
City, Kansas. The church meets at 
130 Stewart, Kansas City, Kansas. 
Brother Vogan writes that the new 
church has had twenty-eight ad- 
ditions, most of them for baptism, 
recently. He hopes to attend our 
Bible School November lst to 8th. 


Friday, October 2, 1936 


“NO WEAPON THAT IS FORMED 
AGAINST THEE SHALL PROSPER” 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


I want Him to deal with me in ee 
weakness and in my sins. I do not 
ask God to bring destruction on 
those who have accused me of be- 
ing a Holy Roller, of taking up 
snakes, of having healing services, 
of stealing, etc. I only ask Him to 
take care of me and prove His 
promises to me. I ask Him to show 
preachers everywhere that they 
need not be afraid of popes and 
bosses in religion, nor of what any 
man can do to them. I ask God 
to prove to the world that it is 
not true that “No man can get 
anywhere in the cause of funda- 
mentalism in the North, East, or 
outside of Texas,’ without the en- 
dorsement of one man. And I re- 
joice when God answers that 
prayer and in so doing strengthens 
the faith of Christians over the 
land. Like David,.I can say, that 
when God hears my weak prayer 
and protects my ministry, “the 
humble shall hear thereof and be 
glad.” With this in mind, allow 
me to mention how weapons 
formed against me have failed to 
prosper and how the tongues that 
have arisen against me in judg- 
ment in these last months have 
been condemned. 


Number One 

To one man who led in the fight, 
the following things have happened 
since his wicked attack began and 
while it was carried on. (1) Sev- 
eral of his regular, paid helpers 
resigned, four of them in one day. 
One of them was the business 
manager of his paper, the only one 


who ever made it pay expenses | 


and who had worked with him in 
one Capacity or another for twen- 
ty-five years. She refused an offer 
of $75.00 a week to return to his 
employ and is working with me 
for very little with The Sword oj 
the Lord. (2). He is having finan- 
cial troubles. A large, four-story 
Sunday School building is being 
foreclosed with a loss of many 
thousands of dollars. A _ holding 
corporation has been formed to 
keep the church property, he has 
announced, lest it all be taken by 
the creditors. The members of a 
tabernacle are refusing to pay the 
$5,000 note which he owns. (3). 
There has been a great loss of con- 
fidence among his own members 
and away from home. Many have 
quit giving, some are joining other 
churches. God has not prospered 
that weapon. Let us pray for this 
man, but let no one be afraid of 
him nor of any other man. In- 
Stead, let us fear God and serve 
Him alone. 


Number Two 


Another preacher who joined in 
the attack to block the Bingham- 
ton revival and to hurt my min- 
istry, since that time has lost his 
$6,000 a year job and is now “on 
the field.” His proposed year- 
around Bible institute which he 
called, “the dream of my life,” has 
fallen through. May God bless him. 
He: is a good man. That weapon 
did not prosper. 


Number Three 


A young man was pastor of a 
church that I organized. He was 
Supported by people that I had 
baptized and taught the Word of 
God to in a great revival. Natural- 
ly, many of the people loved me. 
He was recommended to the 
church by: “number one” and so 
joined in the attack against me, 
writing letters to block the Bing- 
hamton revival, and sending out 
propaganda to preachers, etc. His 
work dwindled to nothing, he 
starved out and had to leave, and 
is now on a field where the notes 
on the tabernacle were bought by 
a preacher. This weapon has not 
prospered. May God bless him. 


Number Four 


Seven people, five of them mem- 
bers, and two former members, 


of my church were called together, , / 


by a preacher to form a church 
here near the Fundamentalist Bap- 
tist Tabernacle in opposition to 


mine and to furnish this preacher ; 


a means of carrying on his fight. 
He sent preacher after preacher 
and came himself for three nights 
in succession, preaching finally to 
136 people. Yesterday I saw the 
few pitiful benches on a vacant 
lot with grass and weeds growing 
high around them —unused. For 
that weapon did not prosper. 7. 
never meet any more! 


In all this, it is my prayer van, i 


God will enable people to see, and 
particularly preachers, that they 
need not be afraid. If one does 
right and trusts in the Lord, he 
can prosper and be blessed. I 
would rather, if possible, have the 
approval of all men. But I would 
be ashamed to fear man while I 
preached that God has saved me 
and called me and answered my 
prayers these years. I look to Him 
in gratitude and say again that, 
“No weapon that is formed against 
thee shall prosper; and every 
tongue that shall rise against thee 
in judgment thou shalt condemn. 
This is the heritage of the serv- 
ants of the Lord, and their right- 
eousness is of me, saith the 
Lord.” 

I am often afraid, yes, afraid 
that I will do wrong and grieve 
God or not be fit for Him to use 
me. Paul said, “I keep under my 
body and bring it into subjection: 
lest that by any means, when I 
have preached to others, I myself 
should be a castaway” (I Cor. 
9:27). Let us fear God and honest- 
ly seek to please Him, and then 
with sweet peace in our hearts, let 
us thank Him for the certainty 


that He cares for us and that this’ 


‘ 


is our heritage as a servant of the 
Lord that the weapons that are. 
formed against us cannot prosper 
while our righteousness is of 
Christ. 
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F every ten children classi- 

fied at school as backward, 
five are found to have defective 
vision. Poor grades, a dislike of 
school, headaches, a cross dispo- 
sition, all are the direct result of 
deficiencies of eyesight. Ao un- 
fortunate thing about defective 
visionisthat itis often impossible 
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to detect without a thorough examina- . 


tion. A fortunate thing is that almost 
every case can be easily corrected witb 
a proper fitting of glasses. Your 
child deserves perfect vision. Have 
his, or her, eyes examined before. 


school starts. 4 
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“14. For the unbelieving hus- 
band is sanctified by the wife, 
.and the unbelieving wife is sanc- 
tified by the husband: else were 
your children unclean; but now 
are they holy. 

“15. But if the unbelieving de- 
part, let him depart. A brother 
or a sister is not under bondage 
in such cases: but God hath 
called us to peace. 

“16. For what knowest thou, 
O wife, whether thou shalt save 
thy husband? or how knowest 
thou, O man, whether thou shalt 
Save thy wife?” 

In the same chapter, verse 39 
says: 

“The wife is bound by the law 
as long as her husband liveth; 
but if her husband be dead, she 
is at liberty to be married to 
whom she will; only in the Lord.” 

We may be sure that the husband 
is bound just the same as the wife. 
Note, however, that the single ex- 
ception is given by Jesus in Mat- 
thew 19:9 “except it be for forni- 
cation.” Adultery violates the mar- 
riage vows and pollutes the mar- 
riage relationship so that God does 
not require the husband or wife 
to remain with an untrue mate. 
The innocent mate is not com- 
manded to live with the adulterous 
mate but is permitted to do so. 
Many, many times if the compan- 
ion who has committed adultery 
is penitent, it would be the part 
of wisdom and love and Christ- 
likeness to forgive the offending 
mate and keep the home intact. 


Divorce, Adultery 
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, and Remarriage 
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Usually that is best for the sake | 


of everybody’s happiness, for the 
sake of Christian testimony, and 
for the sake of little children. 


the Marriage Bond 


Jesus said in Matthew 19:9, 
“And I say unto you, Whosoever 
shall put away his wife, except 
it be for fornication, and shall 
marry another, committeth adul- 
tery: and whoso marrieth her 
which is put away doth commit 
adultery.” In the case of an adul- 
terous wife, a man has a right 
to put her away, and in the Bible, 
divorce means the right to re- 
marry. 


IV. Adultery Breaks the Ties of | 


Marriage and Permits a Divorce 


Sometimes a man is accused of 
having “two living wives” or a 
woman of having “two living hus- 
bands.” That is not true in any 
Scriptural sense, unless one is liv- 
ing with two wives or. two hus- 
bands at the same time. There 
are many innocent people who 
honestly got a divorce on the 
Scriptural reason, adultery, and 
then remarried. God recognized 
the divorce and the marriage. 
Adultery broke the former mar- 
riage bond. Even the guilty party, 
the one who broke the holy bond 
of marriage by adultery, is freed 
thereby. After a divorce for such 
reasons, even the guilty party has 
no right to claim the former wife 
or the former husband as his. That 
marriage is broken, dissolved. In 
such cases, another marriage is 
permitted, subject, of course, to 
the other commands of God about 
marriage, that Christian marry 
only Christian (I Cor. 7:39; I. 
Cor. 6:14-18). 

Even when a former marriage is 
broken legitimately by someone 
else’s sin, there is some doubt 
about the wisdom of remarriage. 
God gives no ryle against it, but 
there is the serious practical ques- 
tion whether one who has made a 
failure in one marriage will be 
happy in another. 

But it is clearly taught that 
where adultery or fornication has 
occurred, divorce and remarriage 
are permitted. 


V. If Husband and Wife Separate 
Without Adultery, Either One 
Marrying Again Commits 
Adultery on the Marriage 
Night 

Only two things really break a 
marriage, according to Jesus, and 
those two are death or adultery. 
If husband and wife separate and 
are divorced, but neither commits 
adultery, then in God’s sight, they 
are still man and wife. They may 
have secured a divorce decree on 
grounds of cruelty, non - support, 
desertion, drunkenness, or incom- 
patibility, but in God’s sight, the 
marriage is not yet broken and 
they are really still husband and 
wife. But when either of them 
marries some one else then he or 
she commits adultery. The man 
who puts away his wife save for 
fornication and marries another, 
commits adultery, or the man who 
marries the wife that is put away 
commits adultery. 

Note carefully that the word 
commits means one time. The 
form of the word in the Greek, 
I understand, clearly shows tus. 
Jesus did not say that the man 
who puts away his wife saving for 
fornication “lives in adultery.” or 
that the man who marries the di- 
vorced wife in that case “lives 
in adultery.”” That is human termi- 
nology which does not fit the case 
and is not what Jesus said. Here 
is a man, for example, who has 
been divorced in the sight of men 
but neither he nor his wife were 
guilty of adultery, so in God's 
sight, he is still married. But he 
marries another woman and so in 


_God’s sight, on the marriage night, 


he commits adultery. Or if the 


Ill. God Permits Adultery to Break | 


wife who has been put away, but 
not for adultery, marries again 
first, then on the marriage night, 
she and her new mate commit 
adultery. Remember that the term 
commits refers to one particular 
time and not to a lifelong course. 
Jesus did not say that in the sec- 
ond marriage such people would be 
continuing in adultery, or “living 
in adultery.’ He did say that when 
they married the second time with- 
out the former marriage being 
broken by adultery, they then com- 
mit adultery. One ought not to be 
divorced uniess the marriage has 
been broken already by unfaith- 
fulness to the marriage vow. The 
marriage tie is binding until 
broken by adultery or death. So 
when one breaks a former mar- 
riage by a second marriage, he 
commits adultery. 


Vi. A Second Marriage Dissolves 


the Former Marriage 


In every case, former marriages 
are dissolved and broken com- 
pletely when one marries again. 
Those whose marriage has already 
been made permissable by adultery 
are not bound to former husband 
or wife. As far as the former 
mate is concerned, they have a 
right to remarry. Those whose di- 
vorce was not made permissable 
by adultery then commit adultery 
on the marriage night if they 
marry again, and so dissolve the 
former marriage. Therefore a man 
who has been married twice, does 
not have two living wives. Only 
one, his present wife, is his wife. 
The other is his former wife, but 
no longer his wife. If adultery 
always breaks the bond of mar- 
riage and gives a right to divorce 
in God’s sight as Jesus taught in 
Matthew 19:9, the ‘adultery of a 
forbidden marriage on the mar- 
riage night breaks the former 
marriage. If one reads this who 
secured a divorce without the 
Scriptural grounds for divorce and 
then remarried when you ought 
not, you committed adultery in 
your second marriage. But that 
adultery broke the bonds of the 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


As Mrs. Ridgway mentioned in 
her corner in this paper three 
weeks ago, Dr. J. Frank Norris 
phoned her and threatened that he 
would “smash John” and that 
“John will have plenty of trouble 
with the Government.” The fol- 
lowing Monday, two of his Sun- 
day School teachers drove from 
Fort Worth to Dallas to telz us 
that he was sending out workers 
in his congregation and elsewhere, 
asking people to sign a petition 
protesting to the government 
against The Sword of the Lord. 
They said, “We love our pastor, 
but we do not want him to take 
unfair advantage of you and felt 
you ought to know.” I assured 
them that we would welcome an 
investigation from the Govern- 
ment, that our subscriptions were 
all paid for either by the readers 
themselves or by others who had 
sent in subscriptions for them. A 
little later a letter told how the 
same plan was followed in De- 
troit, and the unsolicited names 
were sent us of people whom Dr. 
Norris was trying to use to stop 
The Sword of the Lord through ¢he 
mails. 

Last Saturday came 4 lette 
from the Post Office Department 
telling how the protest had been 
made and asking for a report of 
our subscription list, how many 
subscribed at the full rate, how 
many at reduced rates, how many 
in clubs, how many subscriptions 
were paid for by others, etc. 

We are glad to make that re- 
port. We have preserved every let- 
ter and every subscription blank 
sent in. Our files are in very good 
Shape for a paper so young. We 
are trying to carry on the work 
in an honest and above boarc 
fashion. God is using the paper. 
Let our friends not be afraid. We 
know that Satan would like to stop 
these gospel messages that are 
winning souls, and blessing many 
hearts, but we believe that the 
dear Lord, whose paper it is, will 
continue to bless it as He has in 
the past. 


How strange it is that a minister 
of the gospel should work so hard 
to block revivals, split churches 
and stop a religious paper by 
which thousands of readers are 
being blessed! But God was for 
the great Binghamton revival and 
saved hundreds of souls there 
though this preacher tried to pre- 
vent it. God has preserved in Dal- 
las, wonderfully and happily, the 
church he tried to kill, The same 
dear God will not allow him to 
stop the gospel message going out 
in The Sword of the Lord. 

We were told, years ago, that 
degominational leaders tried to 
block Dr, Norris’ revivals and to 
stop the Fundamentalist, and his 
complaints were loud! And now he 
tries to block revivals, split church- 
es, and stop gospel papers if they 
will not boost Dr. Norris! 


Let Christians pray for Dr. Nor- 
ris and let all of us learn a les- 
son from this case. Age and suc- 
cess, envy and self-aggrandize- 
ment, may lead any man to folly. 
Let every preacher observe and 
instead of condemning Dr. Norris 
too harshly, let us consider lest 
we also be tempted. 


God is no respecter of persons 
and He is a “Rock,” a “Strength,” 
a “Fortress,” a “Buckler,” and a 
“High Tower” to all who put their 
trust in Him. Dr. Norris will fail 
in this matter just as he failed to 
stop the Binghamton revival. He 
must learn to be content for other 
preachers to have great revivals, 
to have good Bible conferences, 
have independent churches, and 
fundamental religious papers with 
thousands of readers, and if he 
cannot be content, then he must be 
discontented, for God will certain- 
ly not prosper his jealous popery. 
There is work for all to do, and 
all of us should rejoice in every 
revival no matter who holds it, in 
every prosperous soul - winning 
church standing for the funda- 
mentals of the faith, no matter 
who pastors it, and in every gos- 
pel paper which is spreading the 
gospel and leading to the salva- 


former marriage. It is no longer 
binding. The former husband or 
wife is not now your husband or 
wife in God’s sight. You ought 
not to have been divorced and mar- 
ried again without the Scriptura! 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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Attempt To Stop Circulation of The Sword 


© 
tion of souls, no matter who edits 
it. This paper will go on, God will- 
ing, blessing thousands. 

Friends of this paper will do 
me a very great favor if they will 
earnestly pray. Pray that | n... 
have wisdom from God and the 
Spirit of Christ. Pray that God 
}will make the paper an ever in- 
creasing biessing. Pray that He 
will defend it. Pray that He will 
help pay the printing bills which 


workers and increase tne circula- 
tion. And when you pray, rejoice, 
for God answers prayer, and He 
never fails those who trust in Him. 
“I will love thee, O Lord, my 
strength. 
“The Lord is my rock, and my 
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| "| have investigated your book, ‘The Coming 
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reason, adultery. If you did, you 
committed adultery in your second 
marriage. But that adultery freed 
you from the former marriage. 
Many people are disturbed 
about this matter. They often 
realize that they have done wrong 
in the second marriage. They 
wonder if now they are “living in 
adultery.” They ask me if they 
are doing wrong to continue liv- 
ing with the present companion. 
The answer of God’s Word is that 
if you are now honorably living 
true to your present wife or pres- 
ent husband, and your companion 
true to you, then be happy in it, 
make good in this marriage. It 
would not help matters to break 
the present marriage. You are 
now married in God’s sight. Any 
former marriage is broken. Per- 
haps you did wrong to break it, 
but broken it is, and it is not 
binding. Your present marriage is 
bifding in the sight of God and 
man. if you are married and liv- 
ing true to your present mate, 
you are not living in adultery. 
You may have committed adultery 
in the past. That was wrong and 


5c | cannot be undone. You may have 


sinned when you married the sec- 
ond time, ut you are not sinning 
by “staying married. Two wrongs 
do not make a right. Do not leave 
your present companion. 


Vil. If You Have Married Again, 
God Forbids Your Returning to 
Your Former Mate 


Some people believe that God 
requires them to break up the sec- 
ond marriage and return to their 
companion in a former marriage. 
In the first place, that is often 
impossible. The former companion 
may not be willing. Or the former 
companion may have also remar- 
ried. Many times there are children 
of the second marriage that must 
be considered. Often it is impos- 
sible to restore a former marriage. 
Too many people are involved, too 
much water has passed under the 
bridge. Some choices, like Esau’s, 
cannot be repented of, though one 
seek repentance carefully with 
tears. I mean that when you have 
broken up one marriage and mar- 
ried again, you cannot rue back 
on your bargain. I do not mean 
that your sin cannot be forgiven, 
for it can. Your sin can be for- 
given, but it cannot be undone. 

In the second place, it would not 
be desirable. There are too many 
divorces as it is, and marriage is 
held too lightly without offering 
another excuse for separation and 
divorce, 

But most important of all, the 
Bible plainly forbids that one who 
has been divorced and married 
again should then return to the 
former husband or wife. In Deu- 
teronomy 24:1-4, God gave a very 
clear commandment on this mat- 
ter as follows: 

“When a man hath taken a 
wife, and married her, and it 
come to pass that she find no 
favour in his eyes, because he 
hath found some uncleanness in 
her; then let him write her a 
bill of divorcement, and give it 
in her hand, and send her out 
of his. house. 

“2. And when she is departed 
out of his house, she may go and 
be another man's wife. 

“3. And if the latter husband 
hate her, and write her a bill of 
divorcement, and giveth it in her 
hand, and sendeth her out of his 
house; or if the latter husband 
die, which took her to be his 
wife; 

“4. Her’former husband, which 
sent her away, may not take her 
again to be his wife, after that 
she is defiled; for that is abomi- 
nation before the Lord: and thou 
shalt not cause the land to sin, 
which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee for an inheritance.” 
Remember that “Because of the 
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hardness of your hearts,” Jesus 
said, the Old Testament allowed 
easier divorces than are. permitted 
by Jesus in the New Testament 
dispensation. But that does not 
change the plain command of God: 
“If the latter husband hate her, 
and write her a bill of divorce- 
ment, and giveth it in her hand, 
and sendeth her out of his house; 
or if the latter husband die, which 
took her to be his-wife; her form- 
er husband, which sent her away, 
may not take her again to be his 
wife, after that she is defiled: for 
that is abomination before the 
Lord.”’ 

If you have broken one marriage 
and married again, it would be a 
sin to go back to the former mar- 
riage. God’s Word expressly for- 
bids it. In the Scripture above, 
one man is called the woman’s 
“former husband” and the other 
man is called her “latter husband.” 
That means that in God’s sight she 
did not have two living husbands 
at the same time. So after the 


‘second marriage, she would not be 


bound to the former husband, and 
ingfact is strictly forbidden to re- 


turn to him. 


It is clear, then, that God does 
not want second marriages broken 
up any more than He wants first 
marriages broken up. If you have 
sinned in a second marriage, then 
it will not help to sin with a sec- 
ond divorce. Two wrongs do not 
make a right. DO NOT BREAK 
YOUR PRESENT MARRIAGE! 
Divorces ought never to be where 
it is possible honorably to prevent 
them — certainly never unless be- 
cause of fornication, 


Vill. God Is Willing to Forgive 
If You Have Sinned In A 
Second Marriage 


A man from New York state 
wrote me in deepest distress to 
know if there was any chance for 
him to be saved. He had been 
told by a minister that he could 
not be saved if he continued to 
live with his present wife, and he 
felt he could not give up his wife 
and babies. A man and wife in 
Fort Worth came to me weeping 
to know if their sin in this matter 
could ever be forgiven. Both had 
been married before. Their for- 
mer companions had each remar- 
ried. It was impossible to untangle 
the mess. brought on by sin. They 
asked me what they could do. Il 
told them plainly*that. all in the 
world they could do was to con- 
fess their sin and ask God to for- 
give it and be true in their pres- 
ent marriage. 

The sin of adultery is a terrible 
thing. If you married again when 
you had no right to remarry, You 
committed adultery. That sin, like 
murder, cannot be undone. But, 
thank God, it can be forgiven. You 
sinned when you broke your for- 
mer marriage, but the former mar- 
rige is now broken and you are 
not “living in adultery” if you are 
being true to your present com- 
panion. Your sin was great, but 
it is in the past, and if you sin- 
cerely confess it to God, you can 
have forgiveness and cleansing 
from it. The Bible tells us in 
I John 1:9 that “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all .unrighteous- 
ness.” Jesus Christ died to save 
sinners. If you are lost, trust Him 
and be saved today from all the 
guilt and stain of your sin. [If 
you are a child of God, then come 
to Him for a new cleansing to- 
day and new peace in your heart 
by simply confessing to Him your 
sin and looking to Him, your dear 
Saviour, to forgive it and make 
your heart right in His sight. Re- 
member that David, a child of 
God who had done wrong, prayed, 
“Create in me a clean heart, O 
God” (Psalms 51:10). 


» Dear friend,.do not let anybody |, 


make you believe that your sin 
is too great for God to forgive. 
When in your heart you have con- 
fessed your sin to’God and He has 
forgiven you, then you have the 
same right to call yourself a chiid 
of God, to win souls, and work for 
God as anybody else. If there is 
any thing you can do to help right 
the wrong you have done, then doe 
it. If not, you must simply leave 
the whole matter in the merci- 
ful, loving hands of God and let 
Him forgive and cleanse and give 
you peace of heart. 


(CONTINUED ‘FROM PAGE 1) 


The next day we returned to 
Dallas in a driving rain, stopping 
only in Fort Worth for a brief 
visit. 

It was good to meet so many 
friends again. Everywhere we 
stopped people talked about The 
Sword of the Lord. 

And now more good news. I am 
dictating in the car Monday as 1 
go with Mrs. Rice, Brother Stroh, 
the singer, and Miss Viola Walden, 
the stenographer, to Phoenix, Ari- 
zona for a revival. The revival 
begins Tuesday night and we must 
drive hard to make the 1,100 miles 
in two days. We have just passed 
through Weatherford, and we 
stopped. again there in the heart 
of the watermelon country to buy 
a yellow-meated watermelon. 1 
asked the young man at the truck 
where we stopped, “Are you a 
Christian?” He answered, ‘No,’ 
and instantly asked, “What is your 
name ?”’ 

I replied, “I am John R. Rice of 
Dallas.” 

“Then you are the man who 
talked to my dad the other day,” 
he said. 

His father who was saved at 
3:00 o’clock last Friday went home 
and told his family.. His wife was 
already a Christian, and only this 
son, seventeen years old, was left 
unsaved after the father and 


daughter found Christ. The boy, 


deeply touched by the father’s ac- 
count of his own conversion, was 


ready to take Christ at once and|_ 


he did. Praise the Lord! 


Friday, October 2, 1986 


Come to Dallas Bible School. 
Eight days of intensive Bible teach- | 
ing, evangelism and fellowship. See 
Texas Centennial World’s Fair at 


Dallas at the sume time. Special . 
railroad and bus rates from al] 
over the United States. Date, 
November First to Eighth 


New Fall Suits 
and Overcoats 
$12.50 to $22.50 


PANTS 
$2.50 to $4.50 


READY MADE 


TAILOR MADE 


BELL 
Tailoring Co. 
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1611 MAIN STREET 
DALLAS 


RAINBOW CLEANING CO. 
NOTE NEW LOCATION: 


122 WEST JEFFERSON 


9-8760 


B. O. Snelen, Jr. 
5 Years Experience 


SNELEN SERVICE STATION 


Beckley and Ninth Streets 


CARS VACUUM CLEANED WITH WASH JOB. .50c 
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Good Gulf Gasoline — High Grade Oils 


50c 
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CNow you can afford Genuine, Socially Correct 
ENGRAVED STATIONERY 
At the Lowest Prices 


Ever 


Offered Anywhere! 


VISITING CARDS 
100 Paneled cards, choice of 4 sizes and 30 


At These Prices, styles 


only .. 


of engraving, plate included, 


$1.65 


Why Buy 
_ Imitations? 


Genuine engraving is 
the socially correct 
thing for business sta- 
tionery—the dignified, 
jmpressive medium for 
business or professional 
use. Now—at these 
amazingly low prices— 
there is no need to be 
satisfied with imitation 
engraving or common- 
place printing. ALL 
PRICES IN THIS AD- 
VERTISEMENT 
INCLUDE THE COST 


cluded, only . 


WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 
OR INVITATIONS 


On white or ivory stock—wedding or plate 
finish. Inside and outside envelopes and 
plate included 


SOCIAL STATIONERY 


Special styles for men and women. A 
choice of lovely colors, monograms and 
styles of engraving, plate included 


$8.95 


$2.25, $3.95 and up. 


BUSINESS STATIONERY 


500 business cards or Hammermill Bond 
letterheads (82x11 or 7%x10%), plate in- 
$7.95 


OF ENGRAVING THE 
PLATE. 


Samples gladly mailed upon request 


Wm. H. McNITZKY 


MASTER PRINTER 


208 South Elm Street 


Denton, Texas 


Watch for Our Christmas Card Bargain Announcement 


